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CHOOSE THE RIGHT BOO K USING THE “FIVE -FINGER RULE” .

SPECIAL POINTS
OF INTEREST:

Experts in child
literacy are
unanimous in
their belief that
parents should
read with their
children. The
power of the
parent-child bond
has a positive
effect on a child's
attitude toward
reading and his
ability to read. Try
the suggestions
below to help
make reading
with your child
both a pleasure
and a learning
experience.

Have your child open the book to any page in the middle of the book and read
that page. Each time she comes across a word she does not know, she should
hold up a finger. If she gets to five fingers before she finishes reading the page,
the book is too hard. If she doesn't hold up any fingers, the book is probably easy
for your child and can be used to build reading fluency. If she holds up two or
three fingers, the book is likely to be at a good level for her reading to grow.

PARENT PROMPTS TO TA CKLE A NEW OR DIFFICULT WORD.











Use picture clues.
Think about the story. What would make sense?
Reread the sentence. What word would sound right?
Take a running start.
Get your mouth ready. Ask your child to sound out an unknown word. Look
at the letters in a difficult word and have your child pronounce each sound, or
phoneme. Then see if he can blend the sounds together to pronounce the
word.
Look at the ending letters in a word.
Look at word chunks or parts: suffixes, prefixes, and root words. If your child
knows the word day, guide him to define new words like yesterday or daily.
Similarly, if he knows what pre- means, it's easy to learn new words
like prepare or preschool.
Skip the word and come back to it.

USE THE STORY TO HELP YOUR CHILD LEARN




Ask your child what word or idea would make sense in the plot of the story
when she gets stuck on an unfamiliar word.
Encourage your child to look at illustrations, pictures, titles, or graphs to figure out the meaning of new words.
Ask your child questions as they read. Stop periodically throughout the story
and ask, “What are you thinking?” What do you predict will happen next?”
“Tell me about the main character, setting, or problem in the story.” “How
has the character changed throughout the story?” “What inferences can you
make?” What surprises you?” “What are you wondering?”

TIPS FOR READING WITH YOUR CHILD SUCCESSFULLY

GIVE SUPPORT AND ENCOURAGEMENT




Challenge your child to figure out new words, but always supply the word before he becomes frustrated.
After your child has read a story, reread it aloud yourself so that he can enjoy it without interruption.

BE A GOOD ROLE MODEL
Let your child see you reading, and share your excitement when you enjoy a great book of your own.

MAKE READING A PRIORITY
Whether it's 10 minutes every night before bed or 20 minutes every other day, set aside a specific time for
reading. This kind of special "together time" can go a long way toward getting your child interested in books.

CREATE THE RIGHT ATMOSPHERE
Find a quiet comfortable place to listen to your child read. While you don't need to build a special reading
nook, it helps to ensure that, even in a busy home, there's a quiet place for reading.

MAKE READING FUN
Kids may not get excited about the idea of quiet time spent curled up on the couch. Why not make it fun by
turning reading sessions into impromptu theater performances. Play around with funny voices to impersonate
animals or unusual characters in stories. You'll get to release some tension, and your child will learn to think
of reading as fun rather than work.

KEEP READING ALOUD TO YOUR CHILD
Don't stop reading aloud to your child once she learns to read by herself. When
you read to her, you let your child enjoy books that are beyond her independent
reading level and build her vocabulary by exposing her to new words. Reading
aloud is also a chance for you to model reading smoothly and with expression.

INTRODUCE NEW BOOKS
Each year there is one book that seems to steal the hearts and minds of all children. While it may seem like the only book your child wants to read, it's important
to remember that there are millions of books that will suit your child's interests and
capture his imagination. Use these resources to help your child find great books

These
suggestions are
adapted from
the Great
Schools Staff

